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PATENTS DO WORK!

(COPY

Our British made The Grabber -
Gripple Wire Joiner/Tensioner a direct copy produced in China

PRESS RELEASE FROM

THE U.S. NORTHERN DISTRICT
COURT OF CALIFORNIA

At the end of September 1999, Gripple Limited became aware that a close copy of its successful Gripple®
wire connector was being offered for sale in the United States. The copy product was branded GRABBER
and was produced in China. Gripple Limited owns insured patents and trademarks around the world and
took the view that the GRABBER product infringed U.S. patent No. 5,147,145 and U.S. Trademark
Registration Nos. 1,655,344 and 1,629,808, as well as unregistered trademark rights.

Accordingly, legal proceedings were commenced against Quiedan Company, Inc. in the United States
District Court for the Northern District of California in October 1999. Soon after the filing of legal
proceedings, the defendant agreed to entry of a preliminary injunction and the swift action of Gripple
Limited prevented any significant numbers of the GRABBER product from reaching the market.

On February 24, 2000, the parties resolved their differences and the parties agreed to the entry of a
permanent injunction and a dismissal by the Court. Although Quiedan denied liability, it agreed to deliver
to Gripple Limited all existing product and the tooling for making such product, in addition to paying
compensation. Consequently, Gripple Limited has ensured that the GRABBER product, which was the
subject of the lawsuit filed against Quiedan Company, Inc., has been removed from the market entirely and
can no longer be distributed. Any person or company who has GRABBER products should contact Gripple
Limited to obtain destruction instructions.

The patent rights owned by Gripple Limited were also affirmed by the legal action. The successful outcome
of the legal proceedings has enhanced Gripple Limited’s protection of its product and the deterrence of
unlawful copying.







